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KflALO POSNRK took Urn obso- 
lete, bolt-action rillo ofT flic wall 
in liis Manhattan stiffly. 

Apart from a bayonet holder 
and a little extra lengt h to the bar- 
rel, this was a replica of the origi- 
nal $ 12.78 gnu that, according to a 
fresh version of n 30-vear old the- 
ory that P»#mer is plying in a new book, Inunrlmd two 
bullets that killed President John F. Konnofly. 

That Pf*;:ner would have felt the need to purchase his 
own Mnntilidier-Carcnno rifle is emblematic of the 
plodding, painstaking research that already Ims won 
him accolades — and that he hopes will begin to con- 
vince Americans that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting 
alone, assassinated Kennedy. 

“No matter how much you hear t he experts say you 
can operal'* the holt in a fraction of a second, you want 
to see Tor \ ourself,” Posner said ns he held the firearm. 
“You waul In see, as Marino (Oswald s wife), said, lie 
sat on a porch in New Orleans . . . and operated it fm 
hours - does it make n difference” in how quickly the 
rifle can bo fired, reloaded and fired again. 

Posner looked down at the metal holt handle. “I will 
tell you when I first got it. . . I tended to be gentle with 
it,” he said, recalling his initial unsureness with I he 
World War I) weapon. “Now I just slain it. . . If I hail 
personally found that the mechanism is much tougher 
to operate. I would have questioned the experts in a 
different way.” 

As the doth anniversary of JFK’s nssnssi nation ap- 
proaches, Posner’s hook, “Case Closed.'’ joins n crop of 
projects, including television specials and nearly a dnz 
en new hooks, that will take part in what has become 
an American ritual: re-examining the events that be- 
gan when shots rnng out. in Dallas’ Denley Plaza at 
12:80 p in. on Nov. 22. 1963. 


Put tlie 89-yrnr-old Posner’s hook is something dif- 
ferent. 

In an era when, depending on the poll, as many ns 9 
in 10 Alum icons say they hclieve that Kennedy was the 
victim of n conspiracy. Posner employs meticulous re- 
search In reach what counts as n novel conclusion: 
'1 hat, lor all its flaws, the Warren Commission was 
right. Oswald killed JFK wit hout help from anyone. 

Posner has impressed admirers and even some evil - 
ics with bin diligent research and measured analysis, 
lie re-imloxed the entire 26-volume Warren Commis- 
sion report, more than a million words of testimony, 
exhibits and appendices. That project culminated in a 
chilling portrait of Oswald ns a life-long loner who 
could have pulled ofT the Kennedy killing alone. 

Posner also employed computer technology not 
available In the commission in 1964. He says the com- 
puter modeling nnd animation help show that the 
much-derided “magic bullet” — Oswald’s second shot 
— could indeed have hit both Kennedy and Texas (iov. 
John Connnllv. T|ic enmnuter enhancements also help 
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— — "• *•* m w,j » no ocnera, u.o. News aaid.'IS 

merely had a 

He sweeps away decades of polemical smoke, layer tif 

killed rS d M bU1,dS “ n J u " s Jt lakable * anoinat JFK’s f 
miler ; U .3. News said of Posner. >.<- *,4.'$ 

It s just a model of historical scholarship," said 1? 
Mephen Ambrose,- the Boyd Professor of History at 4 
the University of New Orleans, and noted student 6f J 
assassination literature, who -says the book has r 

changed his mind. He said that until this liook, he had fi 
entertained the possibility of a conspiracy because of * 
doubts about the single-bullet theory. He says Posner 1 
has convinced him (hat'a single bullet hit both Ken-’ 
nedy and Unnally and that Oswald acted alone, -r 

rvm<l WI 1 chan B e the American mind? 

f nd tbere-are many - say that Posner,-, 
former Manhattan -attorney, ignored imiiortant evi- 
dence in an effort ta.build a prosecutorial indictment 
or the ream of conspiracy theories. • _ ip 

Probably Uie moat jWidely respected believer in the 
poasibility of a JFICconspiracy — former House Se- 
lect Committee on Assassinations counsel G. Robert 
Blakey — said Poaner’s book, rather than having a 
rea^ impact, would jmd up a mere "footnote” in a 
bibliography of assassination literature. 

“What’s troublesome for me in Posner’s book is 
that he’s a lawyer writing the brief for one side, and 
there s no reason for a person who’s seen or heard ail 

tho ouirinnoA i/v ■ i 



Oswald with Mannllcher-Carqano rifle, above, la a photo some contend was 



In Oliver Slono'i lilm, ’JFK,’. ; . pjk-' ■ , 
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■HE ASSASSINATION .’br : John''F^ iCa ^i.'^^ young 

Kennedy and attendant-, whodunit , ji “TT 41 ** for ln J th march- 
. theories have done "wudl^defiim^’-cen^? 8 ® ^. Wam i 
the last quarter of thia -AmericanP^^”**^ < i 8ta 

century — the killing of’a beloved ?. rgUm f" t i Stone ,ikel 
president because his Ibaci’ repre- raarch for truth will 


- ... . imiaun ni lu a wen or neara an Rented to mil.ons the sudden 

the evidence to credit his book as opposed to someone i _ snatching away of hope, and the con- 
cise a, said Blakey, a University of Notre Dame law ar K um °nta because they revealed a powerful 

professor. **:,.« , •..akeptioem straining at the national psyche;--. 

I think Lee Harvqy Oswald fired two shots from rJ Va!^ Af 18 . time the Warren Commission declared in 
.h.rwi »Koi .l - -- Ifl 9 *” “J at Leo Hanrey Oswuld acted alone in slaying 


behind that killed the president oaheTjniteTsut^ H? 64 H “ n - ... 

beyond a reasonable doubt," Blakey said. "But I t " e P rev ' oua year, polla showed that a third 

ice to believe both th« !fe- . Americans believed instead that Oswald was only a 


. .7. : «itt «.ey tmici. t)Ut 1 

tnink there is substantial evidence to believe both the 4r r » r ' — uiateau mat uswald was only a 
ear- and the eye-witnesses that there was another n:<2r yer m diabolical game. The number hit 

• percent in 1966 and continued climbing Whan 


shot in the plaza. ... 
i\ l , r ® a fP na ^ Je person can agree with me, 


i im numoer nit 
,! !. 196 5 ? nd « )ntin ued climbing.. When 

m 1 j . y— f— « •* wiui me, - fo,, °wing the contro- 

B ak^r added. I m not so arrogant as tti say, 'Case moy \ e * ^K,” 77 percent said they had 

C1 ^* L * > sj.no d° ubt; Kennedy was the victim of a conspiracy. 

Case Closed* 1 essentially ia a straightforward nar- W ?? ** thou ^ 1 Kennedy's death had inspired a 

ration of how Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, came ~~ an or f h ? dox y of disbelief. ‘The theor- 

to kill Kennedy. The conclusion, though arrived at ran a US un . d the like wildfire,* 1 re- u' 

more artfully, ia preciaely that of the Warren ^ M calledrHam«wri«rlf «rk~ ™ — a n o~. - f i 

miflflinn utkink am 1 i _ ii 


“What made us fAi 
conspiracy theories wai 
report was woefully, wc 
than Vankin, author of 
Cover-ups and Crimes 
Mind Control in Amerii 
Vankin says the Wan 
safest, most politically 
you see that, you have 
ing on,” said the auth< 
Oswald was merely one 
Though he rejectB 
Guthman, press secrets 
the president's brother 
oayB most Americans he 




red at i'—iiTTii' — “™“T “ ,c tuu,,lt y use wuanre,'' re- rea s<mable ‘ skepticism 

. . f . _ , M „ mirren Com- i: calted Ramsey Clark, who served as U,S.?attoraey ““‘"■“on. “There has 

mission, which endured both contemporary and sub- ;*® ne ™ fro " 1 1967-69. "It was hard to go to a college ’ Guthman, now a jouma 
sequent derision for riot'seeing a conspiracy. -r campus and not find a dozen or so young people who • Others note that Ame 

But there are some new twists. . /, >^ ou d “7*? U P vei 7 a Ptated, presenting all kinds of hrace 

Posner produced one the old-fashioned way: By ere- y”™?; j'1 g tha ™ ,ark wasn ’t buying, students 

ating hi* i own index of. the Warren Commiaaion re- ' Incredulous They would walk away shaking 

J* { ou ? d what Ke aaya ia information about <£ ©K ra , .. ‘ 

wald that others have missed or ignored ■ , ^°°k» * Case Closed, Gerald Posher says 

“I thought that unless I obtained an urn * ’ 

HduID 14 mm**, mm ailll J Ii I « 


. * h, a- . v^iuaeu, tjeraia rosner says 

, - — uma.ni an understanding aJte T native explanations to the . ? 

of Oswald, you still don’t understand why lie shoots & ^ il" g be ?* u ^ e the event aim P*y seemed too 

Jack Kennedy," Posner said. "To mo, thaMs a funds- if WOr . k of , a “ m, sguided sociopath” like , 

mental flaw in.the Warren Commission and in everv Oswald. Accepting the president’s death wasdifTi. "People would rather 
other book that said Oswald did it.” / ;- CUJ * en( ? u 6 h - ^epting the banality. of. his assassin than the simple answe 

For three yeara, Poaner’s apartment on East 54th m° n> k Ch '. ' . California pqrchotherap 

Street; alreadv filled wifh ..r i l 'lx vv M ,la,T ' Manchester, now professor of histnrv terns. He cited oolls ind 


conspiracy expl 
■* whose history is replel 
some of it murderous. A 
eager for the outlandish 
the Super Bowl, or won 
the White House, or, ii 
; wxj Jack Kennetly's death 
like a w *th Lee Harvey Oswald 
"People would rather \ 


I ready ; fillad. with prifesao^ of hiatory ' ’ terns. He dt^l polla indi 

books, on ’subjects (ranging from Nazi doctor Josef ?^«5 ^i-- eyan Un ‘ ver8,tyi investigatad the i U * S. citixens- believe in 
to the Chinese mobatera, became a repeal- n^.hi'r 8 d" P*?P arat,on 1 f ‘»’ bis 1967 book, • 'communicate with the di 

> rvl !-> /> r. Cl » L J. i • ... - -I ' ' n© JJeaUl O I A I rpfli npnt slnri nrrrnn<l lk»t _ U I'ono In nrn n ^ Mr. 1 A . 
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Mengele to the Chinese mobsters, became a repeal- lur «>« f^it , 

tory of cardboard file bdxea. Marking oil' the thou- „ ea “ °, f 7 . P 7 e8 ! de 7 t * 1 and agreed that an "es- cans m general are pret 

sands of hand-written' index cards were divider head '‘^^ prinClp 1 “ ^ ehmd the American yearning for L . . If Americans reach fo 
inga such as. "Brain"; ••Balllatte’^n^n^ ^1““^ f . begin with the Kenr 

and “Myatory Secret Service Men." ^ ’ ■%' Ifyou P ut [ be murder of six million Jews in World'note that conspiracy I 

The indexing enabled Posner to build the case that - “7 e f, of the L scale and - on tho other aide of murder of Abraham Lit 

Oswald was no "patsy," but ina^rlble^dto- Ver^iai, "ft 7 ^ ^ ° f criminal8 Booth ' Evinced there 

creasmgly violent aa he grew up. Indeed Posner do- ° f “ 8tate — there 18 a balance: the ed as a co-conspirator tl 

votes about half the book to what amounts to a com- ii SkT to^Tenh^lfa^ 8 ^ ^u^’r Mancheater ' :in K killer 's broken leg. 

bi T*f hy a " eged «— The “ ” j. j y 7 u . put t^ e ‘enced to prison for 

footnotes show that much of the telling dotail in Os- 
wald s life story comes straight out of commission 
cords which have been- available to anyone for 

years.' ^ h ' • -■ •• T :.}■?*< 

of thabiop^ i^al action i. . lon,-bunri .»TOBC-;-SW, nv.Un, _ 1« 
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atric evaluation. ^ 1 " : . > p Dr. Michael Baden, director of forensics for the 

V Posner writes that at Youth House, Oswald told his New Y ork gtate p 0 ij ce an d formerly the chief forensic 
caseworker that he felt.hto mother “never gave a pathologist for the House Select Committee on Assas- 
'■/ damn’* about him. Later, a staff psychiatrist, Dr. Rena- ‘ g j nat i onflt called Posner’s forensic evidence “very 
tus Hartogs, found Oswald, at age 12, to have “a poten- compelling.” » ■, 

tial for explosive, aggressive, assaultive acting out v However, Baden notes, he has almost as much faith 
which was rather unusual to find in a child who was j n w hat he calls the “Lone Ranger threory of assassina- 
sent to’the Youth House on such a mild charge as * t j on , where one good guy can beat up a lot of bad guys, 
truancy from Bchool,” he told the Warren Commission ; bu ^ takes a lot of bad guys to beat up a good guy. 
in 1964. ‘ ^ \ ‘ ; . , Ir . When someone like President Kennedy is killed there’s 

Posner began the project in 1990 thinking that Us- natural bent to feel that one lone guy can’t do it.” 

. 1 _ - - - - • - • * attorney Mark 

i Judgment,” 

...... t A .... w „ T .„ r „ _j kill Kennedy. . 

» Pclsne^said. ”1 never thought that he was a patsy u -:U i / *«p or t he people clinging to the position that every- 

^ t an d that Oswald did it alone— 

sleep well at night they’ll 
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- , -. .. Said Poaner: “We've had thirty years of conspiracy 

case’s troubling forensic evidence. After 30 theories in this country — that’s all we’ve been bom- 

sassinologists still were raising doubts about the harded with. I would hope that it can change minds. I 
“ magic bullet” — Oswald s second shot. According to , swingB the pendulum back to what 1 view as the 

the official account, the bullet passed through 1 both ■• »"? .. _ 

Kennedy and Connally, who was seated in front of the v V* ’ * *’ 

President in the limousine. It was found on a stretche^;^ ^. - m; v , , ' * 

at s P u^"t H Z^ac n isu a irguo, the seven entrance Are They Missing America? 

• and exit.wounds that the bullet allegedly produced had 

to be evidence of more than one shooter. To some PAGEANT from Page 59 *■ 

reviewers, Posner’s account of the path of the bullet is — 

among the most persuasive material in Case Closed. broadcast, viewers, expected to number about 50 mil- 
/ In examining the bullet’s trajectory, Posner leaned ^ lion wil j be i nv ited to call a 900 phone number to vote 
on modern technology that was unavailable to.the ‘< on ^ hether they ’d like 8ee t h e swimsuit competi- 
. commission. Although his personal research already x^ on continued • 

' was leading him to conclude that the bullet did indeed .* At least one student of the pageant has an opinion 
pass through both Kennedy and Connally, he becamea - changing it . .. Every time they mess with it they 

true believer after stumbling acr.jss > the work of it . U p more,’’ says Frank Deford, a former 

ure Analysis Associates, a Menlo Park, Calif., engi- ; K ’ , J n • . „ T . opo i c . t Ko 

neering firjn that specializes in computer recreations sportswntor who wrote a book, There She Is. The 
of accidents for usein negligence cases. The firm had Life and Times of Miss America, in the 960s Ev- 
• - m ’- S ■ ging of the Kennedy assassination j «ry time they change it it has less impact and lower 

trial of Lee Harvey Oswald last- ratings. You can dress it up and call it anything you 
v - * “ ■ ' •* \ ; * * want, but it a a beauty pageant. If it looks like a duck 

After Beeing the ahow f Posner Contacted the com- an< ^ talks like a duck, it s a duck, 
pany, which allowed him to use its computer modeling “In the Sixties Miss America was a great slice of 
in the book. Failure Analysis created a full-size model Americana, the equivalent of a good athletic contest, 
of Kennedy’s limousine, placingin the seats two people extraordinarily popular,” Deford said. But once the 
who were the precise height and weight of Kennedy ; organizers lost faith with the icjea. of a beauty^pag- 
anc} Connally. Researchers then filmed the car and put ' *eant, it began to crumble.” ** 

it into animation at the place on Dallas’ Elm Street Blame the times? Politics? “MiB8 America can’t be a 
that Kennedy’s car was passing when Oswald’s second politically correct show. I f you try to make everybody 
shot was fired. Kennedy’s and Connally’s wounds also* happy you don J t make anybody happy. This is not 
were placed into the animation 



According to the computer, the bullet hit Kennedy in 
the ba&t, leaving a 6.5-inch millimeter wound, and 
passed out of his throat. The bullet now was tumbling. 
It left a lV4-inch wound in Connally’s back and a 2- 
inch-diameter wound below the right nipple on his 
chest, where it exited. New enhancements of Abraham 
Zapruder’s famous film of the assassination show Con-, 
nally’s right suit lapel lifting at that moment, which 
Posner says buttresses the single-bullet theory: * ; *r : 
The bullet, by now traveling backward, then entered 
the governor’s wrist, fracturing the radius bone in the, 
forearm. In the process, it was deflected downward into 
Connally's left thigh. • ' ■.«. » 

Posner uses similw* techniques to show that Oswald 
took a total of 8.4 seconds — “ample time,” he says — 
( to get off hiB, three shots. Conspiracy believers whb 


- some salacious peep show. Most of the viewers are 
women. The critics soy it*8 terrible to have these 
young women walking around in bathing suits. But 
that’s what other women want to see.’ v 

Deford doesn’t hold out much hope for the reinvent- 
ed Miss America. “The Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders 
,and Sport lllustrated’s swimsuit issue have replaced 
Miss America,” he said. “They’re the franchises now.” 
There’s a vocal opposing point of view. It belongs to 
Leanza Cornett. Cornett is Miss America. Until Sat- 
urday. < • • Ip 

r “Maybe it walks like a duck, but that’s not the 
"whole picture,” she Baid. She said it not defensively; 
matter-of-factly. “I had a lot of stuff to do this year 
that had nothing to do with a beauty pageant. I went 
on a national speaking tour on AIDS, 1 lobbied on 


iziT he on the te,e - 

totaLoC4.8 seconds to 5.6 seconds _ not enough time, \ cast, but he hasn t had the job 


totalof 4.8 seconds to 5.6 seconds — not enough time, 
^ Tor.psw^d.td fire .three shots from tharaan- 

ud bolt-action rifle.. 4 i ' **■ , 4 ■ T ' 

- But i-Posner shows how enhancements of.the.Za-; 
pruder, film demonstrates that tlie first shot, which 
nu88edjoccurred much earlier than many had thought, 
fence of the J d\5t now pRpqa^bn‘frj 

it a contfinn 


cast, but he hasn’t had the job.' 

The swimsuit controversy Cornett leaves to the of- 
ficials. The hair issue is something else. 

“The question was, 'Will we let Leanza have a hair 
dresser?’ Well,” she said, and took a breath. “I told 
’em. I’ve done my own hair on the road for the past 
ear and I n^l^(>bep§piP|grpd. Xdidn’t do my own 
hair at la st yferl f wo n’t do it this^yean) 

either 11 So Ui®T^ I 


